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Then Mejnun turned to God, beseeching there,
He raised his eyes and oped his hands in prayer;l
He said, 'Creator of all things that be,
cBy every soul elect I cry on Thee
cThat Thou release me from this anguish drear,
cAnd glad me with reunion with my dear!1

Then e'en as from his mouth this prayer sped,
Along therewith his humd-spirit fled;
He clasped at the last breath his dear one's dust,
And crying CO my Love I' gave up the ghost.

The following passage from the Mevlid recounts the first
interview between Gabriel the Angel of Revelation and
Muhammed the future Prophet.

From the Mevlid-i NebL [116]
Gabriel announceth his Mission to Muhammed.

When the Mercy to the Worlds2 had gone one day
To Hira",3 and there intent did watch and pray,
Sudden flashed the truth before his eyen there,
And the Holy spirit4 did to him appear.
Said he, greeting that Belov'd5 in fair accord,
CI am Gabriel, O Prophet of the Lord I
cUnto thee hath God fulfilled His favour great,0

1  When  praying  God for any blessing or favour, the Muhammedan looks
towards the palms of his hands which he holds before him like an open book,
and then draws over his face from the forehead downwards.

2  We have already seen this title of Muhammed, vol. I, p. 245, n. I.

3  It was on Mount Hira, a wild and lonely mountain near Mekka, whither
Muhammed used  often to repair  to  fast and watch, that the announcement
of his prophetic mission was made to him by the Archangel Gabriel.

4  As we have  seen  (vol. I, p. 239, n. 2), Hhe Holy Spirit' is in Islam a
title of Gabiiel.

8 The Beloved of God', another of Muhammed's titles, see vol. I, p. 243, n. 2.

6 There is here a reference to Koran, v, 5, which is said to be the last
verse revealed to the Prophet: cTo-day 1 have perfected for you your religion
and I have fulfilled upon you my favour.'